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Singapore — an island nation that boasts of
immaculate streets, low crime rates and a
multi-cultural population that lives in sheer
tranquility and harmony. With its mixed
cultural heritage - consisting of mainly Chinese,
Indian and Malay decent - there is no surprise
that its abundance of extraordinary cuisines will
leave you spoilt for choice. Visiting a "hawker
centre’ provides the ultimate dining experience
for any traveler. Tucking into an exquisite array
of Asian cuisine, whilst sitting under the stars
only promotes why this city stands as one of
the eating capitals of the world. And, where
there’s food, there’s shopping! And Singapore
most certainly doesn’t do it by halves when it
comes to being the hub of extravagant shops.
Unless you're looking to splash the cash, then
window-shopping at Louis Vuitton may be as
far as you get! For those on a budget, Singapore
also boasts of quaint independent shops. Maybe
you'll pick up a bargain after all!

Be sure to also visit Raffles Hotel — one of
Singapore’s most prestigious landmarks
renowned for its collaboration of cocktails and
sheer structural elegance. Splashing out on one
of their iconic Singapore Slings is a must! Sleepy
Sam'’s will be to sure to accommodate any tired
traveler. Its 24-bed dormitory bestows a cosy and
friendly atmosphere where aniarray of travelers
congregate to socialise! Excursions are also
arranged on behalf of the hostel t00, so why not
take a walk (or should I say ride?) on the wild
side and visit Singapore’s magical Night Safari?
On train, you'll be taken through the depths of
the rainforest whilst leopards and tigers prowl
alongside your carriage. So be sure to keep your
arms and legs in the vehicle at all times!

This beautiful state has so much to offer the
inquisitive traveler and it’s all down to its
remarkable heritage. Its vast mix of people and
serene atmosphere has truly made Singapore
the peaceful yet innovative haven it is today.

by Rebecca Day
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Diwal: Festival of Lights
| e Travelling to India this
= 5 autumn, you can expect

; to be met with an array of
g colourful lights, fireworks
and celebrations; if you're
there at the right time that is. This year Diwali
Festival falls between 24th and 28th October.
Known as the ‘Festival of Lights’, this Hindu
festival has a variety of meanings although
the over riding essence of the celebrations
refer to good triumphing over evil, light over
darkness and a generally positive outlook
to the new year. For Hindus it is not just a
time for celebration but for new starts. Often,
people will wear new clothes for the festival
and take it as a chance to spring clean their
homes. The day also marks the start of the
new business year for many Hindus. Sweets
are often exchanged as gifts, so make sure you
have a pocketful to hand out to passers-by!
The market places bustle with celebrations,
stalls and buildings are elaborately decorated
with bright colourful lights and fireworks
bursting into the sky at night. It certainly
gives your travels an extra sparkle!

Peace of Plind

Travel insurance is a must when you hit

the road on your backpacking adventure.
Expect the unexpected and ensure all that
time, effort and cash you've plugged into

the planning isn’t in vain - get covered! This
is one corner that you simply can’t afford

to cut. Globetrekkers offer comprehensive
insurance, with specialised ‘no frills’ plans
for backpackers on a tight budget as well as
“Aussies and Kiwis’ cover. They can also cover
for extreme sports/ activities! Log onto www.
globetrekkers.com and get your quote today!
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SLEEP EASY

Choose from over 25,000 hostels in
over 180 countries worldwide.

Free Gold Card - No Booking Fees for 6 Months:
www.hostelworld.com/backpax





